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ABOUT STORY STORKS 

Story Storks is a Theatre in Early 

Years company on a mission to 

eradicate illiteracy for the next          

generation of children.  Not only 

that – we want to inspire every 

child who comes into contact with 

our work to become a reader for 

pleasure as the evidence is clear 

that these children perform better 

at exam time. 

We’ve taken all the science behind the EYFS and turned it into Theatre Shows, 

Workshops & Children’s picture books packed full of Creative Literacy.    For 

the past 7 years we’ve worked with local schools, nurseries & parents to bring 

magical storytelling to little ones, and successfully kept from the kids that 

they’re learning (seriously – they have no idea!) 

ABOUT ‘THE CHRISTMAS CROCODILE’ 

This year Story Storks have created a brand new Theatre Show for Early Years 

& KS1 children, The Christmas Crocodile.  The story is based on true events  

surrounding an artefact in Kingston Museum, a pull along Crocodile toy called 

The Kingston Crocodile.  In order to write the show, we were awarded a grant 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund to fully research the story of the toy, and the 

lives of the women who brought him to life.  As we dug deeper into the story, it 

became apparent that it was a really good tale of ‘working mummies’, a theme 

which is probably more relevant to today’s children than ever before.  By telling 

the story of the changes on the homefront, we are able to introduce them to 

The First World War without exposing them to the horrors that war entails.   

INTRODUCTION 
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HOW TO USE THIS PACK    

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Beyond this pack, there is a show being performed from the 11th – 15th          

December 2018 and tickets are available through the Rose Theatre.  See their 

website for further details. 

https://www.rosetheatrekingston.org/whats-on/the-christmas-crocodile 
 

See our website for further details, or follow us on social media.  You can also 

sign up to our mailing list via our website.  

www.storystorks.co.uk 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/storystorks/ | Instagram: @storystorks | 
Twitter: @storystorks 

You can contact us directly if you have questions, or if there is anything we can 
help with.  You can reach me, Sarah Cantrill, on 020 80902100 or by e-mail,    
sarah@storystorks.co.uk 

We’ve written the historically accurate version of the story for teachers so that 

you have sufficient background information to be able to plan.  We’ve then   

created some example activities that you can use in school, .  A sample of the 

worksheets is attached, with more available on our website.  Please feel free to  

photocopy and circulate the worksheets freely.  

We’d love to see how you use this pack.  If you have any photos’ that you would 

like to share with us, we’d love to see them.  If you’d rather they stayed           

between us then please e-mail them over.  If you’re happy to use social media 

then please pop them up, tag us in and use the hashtag #christmascroc.  

This teachers pack will remain on our website for future generations to enjoy, 

so if you find yourself thinking ‘I wish that pack contained Item A’, please write 

to us and tell us what item A is!  We want to create relevant support materials 

for you, now and in the future.  Your feedback will help us to achieve this.  
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Here’s a few of our favourite local history organisations relevant to the project. 

 

KINGSTON MUSEUM                                https://www.kingston.gov.uk/museum 

The Kingston Crocodile is in a display case at the museum.  In addition to   

housing the original toy, the museum had a great collection telling the story of    

Kingston from its origins to present day, including teeth from the woolly    

mammoth that was excavated when they built M&S!  They have trails and      

activities suitable for little ones. 

 

BROOKLANDS MUSEUM                      https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/ 

A great day out can be had at Brooklands.  The newly refurbished Aircraft 

hanger takes children through the origins of flight, and has hands on activities 

that can engage kids in some of the processes it takes to make a plane.  They 

recently came second in the ArtFund Museum of the year.  Well worth a visit, 

and they are well equipped to welcome school groups. 

 

KINGSTON AVIATION 
CENTENARY PROJECT                                     https://www.kingstonaviation.org/ 

David Hassard from the Kingston Aviation Centenary Project has been          

presenting to school children on the Sopwith and Hawker factories for a     

number of years.  We would highly recommend him as an expert to come to 

your school. 

 

WAR MEMORIAL ASSOSCIATION                                 mail@local-hero.org.uk 

The RBK War Memorial Association has researched over 2000 of the Borough’s 

fallen and have a local mission of remembrance, learning and                          

reconciliation.  We hold local events and can help with school workshops,     

telling the life stories of the local individuals who played a part in the national 

war effort.  To find out more or to book a workshop contact Ken Cowdery or 

LOCAL LISTINGS 
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WAR MEMORIAL ASSOSCIATION                                 mail@local-hero.org.uk 

The RBK War Memorial Association has researched over 2000 of the Borough’s 

fallen and have a local mission of remembrance, learning and                          

reconciliation.  We hold local events and can help with school workshops,     

telling the life stories of the local individuals who played a part in the national 

war effort.  To find out more or to book a workshop contact Ken Cowdery or 

Graeme Hodge at RBK War Memorials Association . 
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Thomas Octave Murdoch Sopwith 
was born on the 18th January 1888 
in Kensington.  He was the eighth 
child, hence the numerical middle 
name.  His older siblings were all 
girls. 

 

At the age of 11 Thomas Sopwith, 

known by friends as Tommy, was 

packed off to Cottesmore boarding 

school.  He lived for the holidays 

where he would go sailing with his 

Father and explore the countryside.  

Despite the school being set in the 

beautiful surroundings of West   

Sussex, Tommy hated it there and 

didn’t perform well academically. 

When the school holidays were spent in London, Tommy would cycle over to 
Battersea and hang out at the bike shop.  It was here that his spark for           
engineering was ignited, and after a failed attempt to get into the Naval        
College he went off to study engineering at Seafield Park Engineering College 
where he had the opportunity to ‘play’ with motorcar engines. 

THOMAS  SOPWITH 

By the age of 16, Tommy Sopwith had so fallen in love with the combustion   

engine that he was achieving great speeds as a race car driver at Brooklands 

racetrack.  By this time the Wright Brothers had already taken to the air, but 

there were no aircraft flying in Europe and Tommy showed no interest in       

following them just yet. 

 

HIS FIRST LOVE—THE COMBUSTION ENGINE 

THE TRUE STORY 
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Tommy Sopwith flying his Howard Wright Avis monoplane (his first plane) at Brooklands 

WOWING THE USA 

He loved his cars of course, but his first love was yachting.  He had attempted 

to attach a combustion engine to a yacht but needed some technical help from 

a mechanic.  He was put in touch with Fred Sigrist, and the two of them set 

about making the boat go faster! 

On the 18th September 1910, Moisant flew the channel, at first solo, but later 
with passengers and then livestock.  It was this which inspired Tommy Sopwith 
to buy his first Aeroplane on the 22nd October.  That same year he took to the 
air for the first time, flew 300 yards and then crashed.  Undeterred, he had the 
plane fixed and took to the air once more.  Two weeks later he was completing 
laps of Brooklands airfield, and on the 21st November 1910, he became the 31st 
person to receive his Aviator’s Certificate in the UK.  He was self-taught.  

Early aviation was an expensive endeavour, and there were prizes to be won 

for pioneering efforts.  Tommy set about recouping some of his cost by win-

ning prize money, including the Michelin cup for the longest non-stop flight by 

a British aviator.  He was the sixth man to fly the channel and was even asked 

to fly to, and land in, the grounds of Windsor Castle by the King himself.  
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He returned to Brooklands and hired his old friend Fred Sigrist to help set up 
the Sopwith Flying School, funded in part by the prize money he had won on 
his American tour.  Fred looked after the engines, and Tommy taught the     
customers how to fly.  The school was successful, and soon more mechanics 
were taken on, including a young Australian called Harry Hawker.  After some 
haggling, Tommy taught Harry to fly for a reduced price (£50 instead of the 
usual £75).  Harry Hawker was a natural born pilot. 

By 1911, the military had started to   realise the potential behind the new     
flying machines, and so military trials were ordered by the Admiralty to take 
place in 1912.  Tommy Sopwith tested the planes which were not particularly 
satisfactory, and so he suggested he might be able to come up with a better 
option.  He and Fred Sigrist amalgamated the best parts of two planes in their 
workshop at Brooklands and added a fuselage.  The result was ‘The Hybrid’, 
which was then sold to the Admiralty for £900.  

By this time, he was becoming famous, and the big prize money was being 

offered in the USA.  He spent two years in Philidelphia, Boston and New York 

performing various daring acts in his plane, taking passengers on pleasure 

rides and cementing his name in the early annals of aviator history for all time. 

Harry Hawker 

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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Buoyed by their success, but hampered by the size of the shed at Brooklands, 
Tommy set about finding a suitable site where they could design and build 
more planes.  He bought the old disused skating rink on Canbury Park Road in 
Kingston.  The location was perfectly placed for access to Brooklands and the 
river (he was planning on designing boat planes).  Kingston had a thriving boat 
building industry which meant there were plenty of skilled woodworkers who 
could be drafted in to construct the Aeroplanes.   

Now at the skating rink, Tommy Sopwith, Fred Sigrist and Harry Hawker set 

about designing aeroplanes.  It wasn’t long before their first original design was 

ready to fly, and in  February 1913 Tommy flew the ‘Three Seater’ at           

Brooklands successfully.   

 

SOPWITH ARRIVES IN KINGSTON 

Sopwith’s in the Skating Rink 

8 



Following the assassination of the Arch Duke Ferdinand, Austria/Hungary      

declared war on Serbia.  The two sides then pulled in other nations to whom 

allegiance had been sworn, but it was the German invasion of Belgium that    

cemented the fate of the conflict.  On the 4th August 1914, after Germany had 

missed the deadline to withdraw from Belgium, the British government          

declared war on Germany.  The Great war had begun. 

The Army and Navy had been starting to include aviation in their manoeuvres, 

but the start of the conflict accelerated the development process.  Demand for 

planes shot up overnight, as did the money available to invest into this       

fledgling industry.  Tommy Sopwith was perfectly placed to take a major part in 

the countries war effort.  In September 1914, the Army and Navy ordered 130 

Tabloid planes to be used in the conflict.  

 

Harry Hawker’s Tabloid Design    
winning trophies in Monte-Carlo 

The fledgling firm began to grow, 
and they started to turn out more 
and more designs.  More space was 
needed, so they bought the       
buildings next to the skating rink 
and turn them into factories.  In 
March 1914, they became The    
Sopwith Aviation Company Ltd.  
With the company expanding, and 
war on the horizon, Harry took over 
as the company’s test   pilot, and 
Tommy ran the company full time, 
with Fred Sigrist working as an      
operations manager.  With Harry at 
the helm, the companies aircraft 
continued to win prizes and                
recognition. 

AVIATION AND THE GREAT WAR 

On the 28th June 1914, the Arch Duke Ferdinand was assassinated, setting off a 

chain of events which would trigger the start of the first world war. 

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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By December 1914, more the 2.5 million men had volunteered to fight in the 
war.   

Making the Tabloids in the Sopwith Factory 

Through 1915, Sopwith’s continued to supply mainly the Royal Naval Air Service 
and to create innovative designs, pushing forward the ability of the aircraft with 
each new model.  To make room for the increased production, they expanded 
the Canbury Park Road site further.  In 1916, cottages in Elm Road were pulled 
down to make way for the site, which then occupied the whole corner of Elm 
Road and Canbury Park Road. 

THE MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS 

The Great War was a conflict the likes the world 

had never seen before.  Advances in technology 

meant that warfare was now mechanised on 

both sides, and the conflict dragged on much 

longer than anyone had anticipated.  The    

elongation of the war led to a shortage of      

ammunitions to which the government            

responded by setting up the   Ministry of       

Munitions in 1915.  Their role was to coordinate 

the war industry on the home front, including 

aviation, and ensure that ammunition was     

distributed effectively. 
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This was the time of the Suffragette movement, and Prime Minister Lloyd 

George had a good working relationship with Emeline Pankhurst.  The          

perception of a ‘woman’s limits’ was changing, and the women of Britain    

wanted to play a bigger part in the nation's fight.   

With men needed at The Front, the Ministry of Munitions ordered that women 

should be brought in to work in the factories.   

“Without women victory will tarry, and the   
victory which tarries means a victory whose 

footprints are footprints of blood.” 

 

Lloyd George, Prime Minister 

CONSCRIPTION  

In January 1916 conscription began.  At first, only single men and childless    

widowers between the ages of 18-41 were called upon, but this didn’t deliver 

the numbers needed, and so, just five months later, conscription was extended 

to married men in the same age range.  With more men going off to war, the 

number of women working in the factories rose dramatically. 

The men in the Sopwith Factory were helping with the war effort, and thus    
exempt from conscription, but the rise in demand for aircraft meant that the 
workforce needed to expand quickly, and local women came to fill the void.  At 
its height, approximately 1/3 of the workforce were women, 1/3 men who had 
returned from the war with injuries, a number of boys and the rest were       
traditional skilled craftsmen. 

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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To make an aeroplane requires a level of skill that comes over a long 

period of training.  To speed up the process, the women were taught 

one or two skilled jobs, rather than a whole set of skills as a male   

apprentice would have learned.  They were nicknamed ‘Dilutees’, and 

the unions, in particular, were unhappy that downgrading the skill 

level required for the labour force may set a precedent of ‘cheap     

labour’ once peacetime returned.    

However, thanks to the efforts of the press, the nation took the     
munitions girls to their hearts.  They proved that in times of trouble 
they could step up, and finally gave Emeline Pankhurst and her 
Suffragette movement the evidence they needed to prove a woman 
was worthy of a vote.   

King George V and Queen Mary visit the munitions girls at 
the Canbury Park Road Factory 
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Tommy Sopwith was the blue-eyed boy of the Aviation Industry, and the British 

press loved him.  His name was known throughout the land as an innovator, 

and a great mind working against the nation’s enemies.  His design team had 

produced successful fighters including the Pup and Triplane, and in 1916 his 

they developed the Sopwith Camel, an aeroplane which was to become the 

most successful allied fighter in the conflict. 

More than 5000 Camels were built and sent to the front.  Their innovation was 

that, for the first time, they had managed to fit two machine guns onto the 

front of the cockpit.  When a sheet of protective metal was placed across the 

top of the guns it looked like a camel’s hump, hence the name. 

 

Sopwith Camel 

THE  SOPWITH CAMEL 

In addition to their successes on the front line, Squadrons of Sopwith Camels 

were stationed at home to intercept the German Zeppelin bombers.  These 

silent high altitude airships were capable of great destruction, and when raids 

started in January 1915, they struck terror across the cities of the nation.  It 

wasn’t until September 1916 that Leefe Robinson finally shot one down, an act 

for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross.   

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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Improved British defences led the Zeppelins to change tactics in 1917, from 
daytime to night time attacks.  However, adjustments to the Sopwith Camels of 
40 Squadron meant that two of their number were first to shoot down a      
Zeppelin at night.  Just eight months later, a Sopwith Camel took down the last 
Zepplin to fly a military mission during WW1.  It was their work both on the 
front line and at home for which the nation revered them.   

Sopwith Camel flying over Kingston’s market place 

1918 – THE BEGINNING OF THE END 

With most wars, the side with the greatest resource will emerge victorious, and 

the USA joining the allies in 1917 tipped the balance in their favour.  It took 

some months to get the American war machine ‘rolling’ but once they were in-

volved an end to the war looked, for the first time, a real possibility.   

Efforts were re-doubled to push for victory.  The age of conscription was raised 

to 50 years old.  On the 1st April 1918, the Army’s ‘Royal Flying Corp’ and the Na-

vy’s ‘Royal Naval Air Service’ were merged to create the Royal Air Force as 

recognition of the importance that aviation now played in warfare.   
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Sopwith Aviation leased the new National Aircraft Factory on the Richmond 

Road in Ham, alongside what is now the YMCA Hawker Centre, and production 

grew dramatically.  Tommy Sopwith was awarded a CBE for his contribution to 

the war effort. 

On the 11th November 1918, the Armistice was signed.  The fighting ceased.  
The war was over. 

Picture of the Richmond Road Factory 

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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The Sopwith Aviation Company now had to 

adjust to peacetime.  The demand for       

aircraft fell dramatically, and the workforce 

was drastically cut from over 3,500 to 1,400.  

Harry Hawker continued to keep the       

company famous with an attempt to be the 

first man to fly across the Atlantic.  Despite 

crashing short of his target, he received a 

hero's welcome. 

It was clear that aviation wasn’t going to 

keep the company from bankruptcy, so 

Tommy bought a license to build ABC      

motorcycles in his factory, investing heavily 

in the equipment and materials needed to 

start production.   

Such was the camaraderie and loyalty 

amongst the workforce that they too started 

to look for innovations to keep the company 

afloat.  They made and sold wooden        

spatula’s, and some of the women who    

didn’t want to return to domestic life         

designed and built the Kingston Crocodile 

which was then sold in Bentalls during 

Christmas 1919. 

However, it wasn’t to be.  The Treasury 
made a massive claim against the Sopwith 
Aviation Company for excess war profits.  
With all of their resources invested in the 
motorcycle production, Sopwith’s were      
unable to pay their bill and requests to pay 
in instalments over three years were denied 
by the Treasury.  The company was put into 
voluntary liquidation on the 10th September 
1920.   

PEACETIME 
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This wasn’t the end for Sopwith, Sigrist and Hawker.  On the 15th November 

1920 Tommy Sopwith registered a new company by the name of H.G. Hawker 

Engineering Co Ltd with the help of investors to whom he had proven himself 

over the course of the war.  This company went on to change the face of British 

Aviation, developing the Hawker Hurricane which played a pivotal role in WW2.  

In 1977 the aircraft industry was nationalised to become British Aerospace.  

The whole organisation moved to the First World War Richmond Road factory 

in 1948, continuing to develop and produce innovative aircraft including the 

unique Harrier Jump-jets and the Hawk aircraft as used by the Red Arrows.   In 

1992 the factory was closed, and British Aerospace moved it’s Headquarters to 

Farnborough. 

For the 80 years that the aviation industry 

called Kingston home, it was the town’s 

largest employer and built over 18,000 

aircraft.  Before nationalisation, Hawker 

Engineering Co Ltd had grown, changed 

names, and acquired more than half the 

British aviation industry.  The British 

Armed Forces have had Kingston           

designed aircraft in service every day 

since 1912, including the Hawk aircraft 

used by the Red Arrows, and that is likely 

to continue to 2030. 

Tommy Sopwith was knighted in 1953.  
He died, aged 101, having overseen the 
development of aircraft from its inception 
to modern day.   

HAPPILY EVER AFTER 

Sir Thomas Sopwith 

THE TRUE STORY 
CONTD 
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The Great War changed the lives of the women who worked in the factories.  

Although they had worked 12 hour shifts, and sometimes night shifts (the    

factories often ran 24/7) their work conditions had been controlled by a        

government agency for the first time.  Despite being on half pay, the wage was 

often better than they would have received in service.  Some of the factories 

had a nursery attached which meant that married women were allowed to 

work for the first time.  The friendships and comradery formed by working    

together to ‘defeat the enemy’ was a new concept to this generation of women, 

and they enjoyed both the responsibility and the freedom that accompanied it.  

Having experienced better working conditions, the working class women were 

not prepared to return to the old ways of domestic service, and the papers    

immediately post-war note that there were domestic jobs available for women, 

but the upper echelons of society were having trouble finding servants.   

Many women did return to the role of stay at home mother, or wife, quite    
happily.  Though women were awarded the vote, it was only given to those 
over the age of 30 which meant many of the munitions girls didn’t immediately 
qualify.  However, the women who stepped up during WW1 started a process 
of emancipation which continued for the next 100 years and has led to the 
women of today having a choice to be a working mum or a stay at home mum.  
For those of us who enjoy or benefit from that freedom, we owe these women 
our thanks and the best way to honour that is to tell their story to the next  
generation.  

The Munitions girls working on the plane in Sopwtih’s 

UNLIKELY HEROINES OF EMANCIPATION 
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Clara and Ben Archer live in Kingston Upon Thames with their two young       

children and Clara’s mother, and they couldn’t be happier.  But in 1916, Ben is 

called to the army, and with the main breadwinner away at the front it falls on 

Clara to earn a crust for the family.  She takes a job as a munitions worker in the 

Sopwith Aviation Company. 

Life at the factory is surprisingly good.  She makes friends, enjoys the work and 

takes pride in playing a part in the war effort.   

In 1918, the war ends, and whilst some of the the men start to come home, 

Clara receives a telegram telling her that Ben is missing.  Heart broken, Clara 

sits in a corner of the factory and starts to cry.  With seasonal magic in the air, 

her tears bring to life the Christmas Crocodile who comes over to offer her a 

handkerchief.  At first, she’s terrified, but they soon become friends. 

The end of the war also ended the demand for aircraft, and so Mr Sopwith 

brings news that Clara is to be ‘let go’.  Desperate to keep her place in the      

factory, and inspired by her recent magical encounter, she suggests that they 

could design and make Crocodile toys for children.  Together they put a design 

in place, and Mr Sopwith sets off to Bentalls to see if they will stock the toy at 

Christmas. 

That evening, whilst telling her family about her day, Ben walks through the 

door.  They are thrilled to be reunited, and Ben tells Clara now that he is home 

she no longer needs to work.  Things can go back to how they were. 

However, war and working has changed Clara, and she doesn’t want to give up 

work.  An argument ensues, but ultimately she is convinced by her husband and 

family that she should be at home looking after them.  Ben and Clara    journey 

to the factory to hand in her notice, and to see if Ben can get a job for himself. 

 

THE CHRISTMAS 
CROCODILE 

STORY SYNOPSIS 
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Whilst Ben is off talking to Mr Sopwith, Clara meets the Christmas Crocodile 

again.  She shares her sadness that she will no longer be working at the        

factory.  The Christmas Crocodile presents her with a pull along Crocodile toy,       

exactly the same as the one she designed.  She is with the toy when Ben and 

Mr      Sopwith catch up with her.  Ben is impressed, and comes to realise that 

his wife has skills which he didn’t appreciate before; skills which she has gained 

from working. 

He tells her she has a choice.  If she wants to work, she can.  If she wants to 

stay at home, she can.  But it should be her choice, not his.  

We next see the whole family in Bentalls ‘Toyland’, where the Christmas     
Crocodile toys are being sold to a general public eager to buy them.  Their  
family now has two working parents, and they are all happier than ever.   
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HEROES 
KINGSTON’S AVIATION 

Name: Sir Thomas Octave 

Murdoch Sopwith OBE, Hon 

FRAes 

 

Born: 18th Jan 1888  

 

Place of birth: Kensington 

 

 

Family:  Seven older sisters!   

Married Beatrice Hore-Ruthven in 1914, no children 

Married Phyllis Bordie Gordon (1892-1978) in 1933.  They 

had one child, Thomas Edward Brodie Sopwith, who was a 

successful race car driver! 

 

School:  Cottesmore boarding school (yuck!), Seafield Park 

Engineering College (hooray!) 

 

Hobbies: Yachting, cycling, ice hockey 

 

Job: Pioneer Aviator, test pilot, flight instructor & Managing-
Director of Sopwith Aviation Company.  

STORY STORKS 



Name: Harry Hawker MBE, 

AFC 

 

Born: 22nd  Jan 1889  

 

Place of birth: Moorabbin, 

Australia 

 

 

Family:  Married Muriel Alice Peaty on the 14th November 

1917, a year after he’d met her when her car broke down and 

he offered to help. 

 

School:  Primary School only 

 

Hobbies: No time for hobbies!  He had his first job at 11. 

 

Job: Helping to build engines for 5 shillings a week (aged 11), 
car mechanic and chauffeur, airplane mechanic, chief test   
pilot, pioneer aviator and founding partner of Hawker Air-
craft. 

STORY STORKS 

HEROES 
KINGSTON’S AVIATION 



Name: Fred Sigrist MBE FRAeS 

 

Born: 1880 

 

 

 

Family:  One of 13 children from a poor family.  Married, and 

had a daughter called ‘Bobo’. 

 

School:  He was really good at maths!  He started training 

with a local firm of Architects before his talents lead him to 

cars, and then planes. 

 

Hobbies: No time—he needed to work to provide for his  

family. 

 

Job: Car Mechanic, Aircraft Mechanic, Chief Engineer and   
advisor at the Sopwith Aviation Company. 

STORY STORKS 

HEROES 
KINGSTON’S AVIATION 



Name: Clara Constance    

Archer 

 

Born: 1898 

 

Address: 82 Acre Road,     

Kingston, KT2  

 

 

Family:  Father—Wiliam Buckett, Mother—Rose Buckett, Sib-

lings: Sarah, Florence, Annie, Benjamin, Alice, Clara and John. 

 

 

Job: Munitions worker, Sopwith Aviation Company 

STORY STORKS 

HEROES 
KINGSTON’S AVIATION 



Name: Sarah Ann D’arcy 

 

Born: 1893 

 

Place of Birth: Hereford.   

 

 

Family:  Grew up in Brecon, South Wales, and came to      

London to ‘be in service’ to a family. 

Married Walter D’arcy (a regular soldier with the South Wales 

Borderers) in July 1916 in Roehampton. 

 

 

Job: Parlour maid, Munitions worker at Sopwith Aviation 
Company 

 

Hobbies: Tug o’ war (winners!) 
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HEROES 
KINGSTON’S AVIATION 

Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Born: _________________________ 

 

 

 

Place of birth: _______________ 

 

Describe your job at the Factory: 

 

 

STORY STORKS 

Draw your picture in the box above! 







This teachers resource is a definitive guide to Kingston’s role 
during WW1.  It follows the rise of the aviation industry,      

remnants of which still remain in the town today.  It also looks 
at some of the key local characters who’s work ultimately 

helped to win the war. 

 

Whilst the project has been conducted with EY & KS1 children 
in mind, the stories within are suitable for older children and 

adults.   

 

We have been moved to tears of sorrow and joy through this    
project.  We have made new friends and become even more     
connected to the town we call home.  We hope you enjoy this    

fascinating story as much as we enjoyed unearthing it.   
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