
DICK WHITTINGTON 
INTERACTIVE STORYTELLING GUIDE 

Use this guide to help to bring the story back to life after the show.  Read 

the story, and intersperse it with activities.   We’ve suggested some activites 

for you to try, but there is plenty of scope for you to make up your own.   

 

Enjoy! 

ONCE UPON A TIME… 

 

…in Pauntley in Gloucestershire lived Sir William Whittington, Lady Joan      

Whittington and their three sons, and as usual they are throwing a party! 

 

 
 

 

But then Sir William died, and Lady Joan didn’t have 
enough money to pay all the bills.  “Don’t worry’” said 
her son Dick, “I’ll go to London.  I hear the streets 
there are paved with gold.  I’ll grab some and bring it 
back.” 

Been to the show? We didn’t make it to the show 
  
Why not recreate the            
Whittington Wiggle dance! 

  
Play a party game of your 
choice.  Our favourite is musical 
statues. 
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THE JOURNEY 

So Dick went on a journey to London.  First of all, he walked.  

 

Get the kids to walk on the spot 

 

Next, he hitched a lift on a wagon, where the wheels went round and round. 

 

Wheel’s go round and round arms! 

 

And the horse trotted along 

 

Trot on the spot lifting up feet 

 

Finally, he sailed into London on a boat 

 

Sit down and ‘row your boats’  
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You could use the journey songs 
for this part of the story if you 
have time.  Check out the link 

on the resources page.  



BUT ONCE HE ARRIVED...  

...he found the streets weren’t paved with gold, and he didn’t have enough 

money to get home.  With nowhere to stay, he settled down to sleep in a 

doorway, and we sang his favourite lullaby to help him get to sleep. 

 

Sing Twinkle Twinkle or your favourite lullaby here.   

 

All at once, the cook came out of the Fitzwarren House and tried to shoo 

Dick away, but at that moment, the Alderman came home.  He took pity on 

Dick and gave him a job in the kitchen. 

 

Dick worked very hard in the kitchen.  He helped Cook by gathering           

ingredients from the jars.   

 

 
 

Whilst working in the kitchen, Dick met Alice Fitzwarren, the daughter of the  
Alderman.  They fell in love.   

Ah! 

 

Been to the show? We didn’t make it to the show 

  
You could use the alphabet jars 
as we did during the show.  R for 
raisin, L for Lemon and C for 
Carrots.  Check out our online 
resource for ‘Alphabet Jars’ for 
more info. 
  

  
Talk about the ingredients for a 
simple recipe and have a guess 
at what letter those ingredients 
begins with. 
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RATS! 

After a long day working, Dick climbed up the stairs to get to his attic bedroom. 

 

Can we climb the stairs too?   

Everyone on their feet.  Count up to 10/20, saying a number every time you put 
your foot down.  Don’t forget to go around on the landing, and then up even 

more stairs!  You can either start the count again or continue where you left off 
depending on how clever the kids are (super clever I would imagine!)  

 

But the rats and mice kept Dick awake.   

 

 
 

Dick wants to sleep, so he needs something to get rid of the rats.  What did he 
get?   

 

 

Been to the show? We didn’t make it to the show 

  
A good opportunity to recall the 
antics of the rat as she kept Dick 
awake all night! 
  

  
Get the kids to lie on the floor 
and try to sleep.  Every now and 
then squeak, and ask the kids 
what they think they just heard! 
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DICK GETS A CAT 

Dick saved up his money, and when he had enough, he went to the market to 

buy a cat.  He had a choice of cats but chose the one that looked most like it 

would get the mice. 

 

That night, when it was bedtime, Dick went to sleep and the Rats came back.  

Dick’s cat called in his friends, flying cat and cat on wheels, and together they 

chased off the rats for good! 

Dick and cat became the best of friends. 

 

THE ALDERMAN GOES ON A TRADE JOURNEY 

One day, Alderman Fitzwarren gathered all the staff and informed them that he 

was going on a journey to the land of the Moors to sell goods.  Was there      

anything that they wanted him to sell on their behalf. 

Alice suggested Dick sell his cat.  Then he would have enough money to save 

his mum from her debts. 

But his cat is his friend. 

He had to choose – his cat or his mum. 

 

Can you remember who he chose? 

Who would you choose? 

Didn’t see the show – He chose his mum! 
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KING OF THE MOORS 

The King of the Moors was very sad.  His palace was filled with mice and rats, 

and they kept eating his party food.   

Alderman Fitzwarren arrived to sell the King his London wares.  As he was     

doing so, Dick’s cat started to chase the mice and rats away.  The King paid 10 

gold coins for the cat and was very happy to have him.   

And it turned out the cat was pregnant, so there would be new cats soon! 

 

HIGHGATE HILL 

Back in London, Dick had decided to go home to his mum.  Life was miserable 

without the Alderman to protect him from the cook.  Dick walked up to 

Highgate Hill. 

The historian stopped the show to tell us that Dick probably didn’t go to 

Highgate Hill, and it’s more likely he came through Kingston on the river! 

Then Dick heard the bow bells calling to him.   

 

TURN AGAIN WHITTINGTON, LORD MAYOR OF LONDON 

TURN AGAIN WHITTINGTON, THRICE MAYOR OF LONDON 

 

Sing this over and over with the kids, and if you                                                           
can’t remember the tune just make it up!   
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RETURNING TO THE FITZWARREN HOUSEHOLD 

Dick listened to the bells and returned to Alderman Fitzwarren’s house.  There 

he discovered the Alderman had returned and had sold the cat for enough 

money to make Dick a wealthy man.   

Dick decided to get himself a trade.  He would become a Mercer, a man who 

bought and sold cloth. 

And finally, he asked Alice to marry him.  She said yes, and they all lived… 

 

…Happily Ever After. 

 

Happily Ever After Song! 
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